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Brussels, 8 February 2001

&RPPLVVLRQ� DGRSWV� JUHHQ� SDSHU� RQ� LQWHJUDWHG
SURGXFW�SROLF\

7KH� (XURSHDQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� KDV� DGRSWHG� D� *UHHQ� 3DSHU� RQ� DQ� ,QWHJUDWHG
3URGXFW� 3ROLF\�� ,WV� FHQWUDO� REMHFWLYH� LV� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� HQYLURQPHQWDO
SHUIRUPDQFH� RI� D� EURDG� UDQJH� RI� SURGXFWV� WKURXJKRXW� WKHLU� OLIH� F\FOH�� 7KH
*UHHQ�3DSHU�SURSRVHV�D�VWUDWHJ\�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�DQG�UHIRFXV�SURGXFW�UHODWHG
HQYLURQPHQWDO�SROLFLHV� WR�SURPRWH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�PDUNHW� IRU�JUHHQHU
SURGXFWV��7KH�SURGXFWV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�VKRXOG�XVH�OHVV�UHVRXUFHV��KDYH�ORZHU
LPSDFWV�DQG�ULVNV�WR�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�SUHYHQW�ZDVWH�JHQHUDWLRQ�DOUHDG\
DW� WKH� FRQFHSWLRQ� VWDJH�� ,QWHJUDWHG� 3URGXFW� 3ROLF\� KDV� HTXDOO\� EHHQ
DQQRXQFHG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�LQQRYDWLYH�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH��WK�(QYLURQPHQWDO
$FWLRQ�3URJUDPPH�DQG�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SULRULWLHV�IRU�WKH�6ZHGLVK
3UHVLGHQF\� RI� WKH�&RXQFLO�� 7KH�*UHHQ�3DSHU� LV� LQWHQGHG� WR� ODXQFK� D� EURDG
GHEDWH�RQ�KRZ�WR�DFKLHYH�D�QHZ�JURZWK�SDUDGLJP�DQG�D�KLJKHU�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH
WKURXJK� ZHDOWK� FUHDWLRQ� DQG� FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� JUHHQHU
SURGXFWV�

Welcoming the adoption by the Commission, Environment Commissioner Margot
Wallström declared: “This Green Paper is a major step towards the practical
implementation of the approaches put forward in 6th Environmental Action
Programme. It is a way to ensure that the products of the future have a higher value,
use less resources and take into account citizens’ concerns on health and the
environment. Products are fundamental to the wealth of our society and the quality of
life we all enjoy. But rising consumption of products is, directly or indirectly, also at
the source of most of the pollution and depletion of resources our society causes.”

“The Green Paper is an opportunity for all stakeholders, Member States and the
European Parliament to contribute to shaping a policy which encourages producers
to tackle environmental problems before they arise and which can give consumers
and public authorities the tools to actively support the greening of products in their
purchase decisions. It introduces a cradle-to-grave or rather a cradle-to-cradle
approach and will at the same time benefit consumers, the environment and
business. It is a policy that offers both environmental and economic opportunities.”

,33�5HTXLUHV�D�0L[�RI�,QVWUXPHQWV

IPP has three overarching goals based on fundamental economic principles:

- First, to stimulate consumer GHPDQG for greener products. This can only be
achieved through easily accessible, understandable and credible information.
The main instruments put forward in the Green Paper to achieve this are various
types of eco-labelling. Public authorities can also take the lead and give an
important kick-start to greener markets through public procurement.
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- Second to stimulate business leadership� in the VXSSO\ of green products.
Instruments put forward in this context include the generation and flow of life
cycle information, eco-design guidelines, and the integration of environmental
aspects into standardisation. One new element proposed in the Green Paper is
the creation of product panels comprising key stakeholders.

- Third, to use the SULFH�PHFKDQLVP� to develop markets for greener products.
Instruments here could include differentiated taxation e.g. reduced VAT rates on
eco-labelled products; an extension of the producer responsibility concept to
new areas; and, the use of state aid policy within the New Guidelines on State
Aid for Environmental Protection.

%URDG�SXEOLF�GHEDWH
Achieving these goals will require a broad dialogue with stakeholders. The Green
Paper launches a broad public debate during the first half of 2001. This debate
includes stakeholder consultation events to be started on 8 and 9 March with a
Workshop on the overall strategy. The first day will be dedicated to presentations of
the paper and practical experiences in the Member States and working group
sessions on the various elements of the Green Paper. The second day will be
dedicated to presentations by Commissioner Wallström and the Swedish
Environment minister Kjell Larsson on the broader political perspectives and the
discussions in Council.

The Commission is keen to ensure that the candidate countries are engaged in the
debate on this innovative new policy from the outset. To that end, representatives of
the candidate countries will be invited to participate in the workshop and will be
closely involved in all further actions in the field.

In addition to this workshop, a series of specific events and meetings on particular
subjects with the various interest groups is planned. There is also an open invitation
for comments by anyone who wishes to contribute to this process before 30 June
2001. The result of the stakeholder consultation shall be presented in the form of a
Communication scheduled for the second half of 2001. All relevant information on
the Green Paper and the planning of stakeholder events will be made available on
the following website:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/ipp

Comments and questions can be sent to the following e-mail address:
env-ippstakeholder@cec.eu.int.


